	Meeting
	Lewisham Refugee Forum

	Date
	31st March  2011

	Time
	4.00-5.30pm

	Venue
	Parker House


Minutes of the Meeting

Present:

Rosario Mincher (RM) – Lewisham Refugee Network, LRN (Chair and Minutes)

Stella Jeffrey (SJ) – LEWCAS

Malcolm Cadman (MC) – REETA

Halima Abdi (HA) – REETA

Anh-Tu Nguyen (AN) - FORVIL

Apologies:

Abi Brunswick (AB) – AFRIL

Discussions and Decisions:

1. Refugee Week:

a. RM Updated the group on the Refugee Week preparation. Refugee Week celebration in Lewisham is going to be on 21st June from 10.00 – 4.00pm at the Civic Suite. Joan Ruddock has agreed to open the event. The Refugee Week Planning team has been meeting. Workshops have been identified and these are; Health, Education, Culture Appreciation, Citizenship and Resources in the borough. A funding application has been submitted to the Council and to different businesses and organisations in Lewisham. Waiting for results.
b. SJ informed the group that LEWCAS is organising a photographic competition to document refugees’ lives in the borough. The photographs will be displayed at the event.
c. Cultural Presentations – RM informed the group that a Filipino cultural group is going to perform at the event for free. Other cultural groups are still needed and it was suggested that RM:

i. Contact Siva Pillai for Tamil group performances
ii. Contact Nooralhag Nasimi for Afghan performances

iii. Contact Phung from a Vietnamese community for Vietnamese performances

iv. Contact Mahad from Somali and Somaliland

d. Others – MC agreed to contact a clown performer

e. Refugee Speakers – RM emphasised that the voice of refugees be heard in the event, that not a single organisation should dominate the event. It was agreed that there should be at least two speakers from refugee background. The first speaker should look at the refugee life back in his/her country, how it was then and what event prompted him/her to come to the UK. The second speaker should focus at the contribution an individual or a community has made to Lewisham. It was suggested that RM will find:
i. A Vietnamese speaker to talk about the contribution of the Vietnamese community in Deptford, the success of many Vietnamese children in schools and in their chosen professions.
ii. An afghan or a Somali speaker to talk about life back in their country, what made them come here and what life now is in the UK.

f. Transport – MC is going to ask his contact for a van to be used to transport RCOs display materials.
g. German Church in Forest Hill – RM to contact the group

h. A message in different languages – AN suggested that a message be written in different languages with English translation. This will be brought to the Refugee Week team.
i. Other organisations – RM to contact LEMP and other RCOs

2. Group Update

a. REETA is organising a Refugee Health Fair in May. The Fair is a one stop shop to discuss issues on health, education, employment and training. Date to be confirmed.
b. REETA is holding their AGM on 8th April from 6.30pm at the 2000 Community Action Centre

c. LEWCAS had a meeting on Sunday and discussed the photographic competition.
d. LRN is offering additional ESOL classes on Tuesdays at 10.00-12.00 and Thursdays from 1.00 – 3.00 starting on 26th April at Parker House.

e. LRN is conducting a fundraising event on 14th May from 2.00 – 6.00pm at 1 Indus Road, SE7 7DA. Ticket costs £5.00 and there will be Tea, Cakes and Karaoke.
3. Date of Next Meeting – Monday, 23rd May, 4.00 – 5.30pm at the Parker House, 144 Evelyn Street SE8 5DD

